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Having submitted my application to 
the town council along with three 
others, I then had to set about writing 
a three minute presentation for the 
interview process.  
This is a very open 
interview – Marlborough 
News Online were 
represented and 
listened to all four 
candidates delivering 
their thoughts and 
then being questioned.  
Of course, normally 
you would stand for 
election, but when 
there is a resignation 
and the public don’t call 
for an election, the way 
is open for the councillors 
to make a co-option.  Next May, it will be all 
change and every seat up for grabs.  Start 
thinking now if becoming a councillor appeals 
to you – or better still, attend some meetings 
– the schedule is on the town council website 
– and for anyone rolling their eyes, yes it is 
a bit of a shambles (no, the website not the 
council) at present, but a brand new website 
is on the way.

Having been selected by a majority vote 
to join the council, I duly made my way to 
the offices the next morning to sign the 
acceptance papers – and that was it.  An 
ordinary citizen of the town, but now a 
councillor as well.  It has always surprised me 
that there are no mandatory courses, no files 
of paperwork to sign to say you understand 
what’s involved and no need for knowledge 
about how any council at any level functions. 
It’s truly open to all.  I have requested to 
be put on a course, even though I’ve been 
attending town council meetings for 16 years 
and parish council meetings 15 years before 
that! 

After the news got out the reaction was 
pleasing – but the comments only reinforced 
my thinking that very few people actually 
know what happens either at full town council 
meetings or in committees. In general, people 
turn up if there is a problem or if they have a 
special interest in something being discussed.  
It is quite surprising the amount of work there 

The New Greyhound

So how scary can it be to become a town councillor?  

is to get through and even more surprising how 
varied it is.

It’s the range of subjects that has great 
appeal to me – stemming from my days as 
a Marlborough Information Officer.  That 
was a job heaven sent for me and I enjoyed 
every minute of the contact with local people, 
assisting them, answering questions or sorting 
out muddles.  Already the questions are 
coming in  – so far they’ve ranged through, 
surface water drains, rats, parking, signage, 
Caffé  Nero, water troughs, footpath and so on.

So, I’m all set, new files on my laptop and 
bought coloured folders for the hard copies of 
Agenda, Minutes and general stuff.  My first 
meeting will be on Monday,  I know where I’ll 
be sitting as the seating arrangement goes 
from the newest to the longest serving member 
of the council as you go clockwise around the 
table.  I know everyone’s name, just hope I 
remember to stand up in order to speak and 
do it all correctly! I wonder how scary it can 
be……

Val Compton

PS: Just attended my first Full Town Council 
meeting followed by Planning.  On the whole, 
I enjoyed the experience as it's less frustrating 
to sit through a meeting as a councillor than 
as a member of the public.  To have the 
opportunity to speak is great - but equally - that 
opportunity must not be squandered!  Am on 
a steep learning curve - or as the old school 
reports would have said, “Could do better, must 
try harder"..... and I will!

Comments and enquiries to the council are 
always welcome, you can contact us on:-
Tel: 01672 512487
Email: enquiries@marlboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk
Web: www.marlboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk

Try our new Family Grub recipes, six tasty dishes priced at £10 (serving two adults and two children) that 
should put a smile on everyone's face. COOK makes its dishes using exactly the same ingredients and 

techniques you would at home, so each recipe looks and tastes homemade. Dishes can be served with some 
salad or vegetables, and with bread on the side--recipes include:

- Mild Beef Chilli Bake with Texas potato wedges
- Sweet and Smoky Moroccan Chicken Bake (with bulgar wheat and vegetables)

- Beef Bolognese Pasta Bake with mature Cheddar sauce
- Roasted Pepper & Tomato Pasta Bake (with mascarpone and mozzarella cheese)

- Chicken Tikka Masala Bake with pilau rice and vegetables
- Starship Sausage Bake with beans and roast potatoes

Need An Extra Portion?
Extra portions available for bigger families at £2.99 each.

Cook Launches Family Grub
Eat Together For A Tenner !

COOK, 80-83 High St, Marlborough, SN8 1HF  Tel 01672 513970


